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to find a new theatre early in 1879. On the West side of Broadway between Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth streets was an old building which had been Banvard's and later Wood's Museum. Downstairs was an exhibition hall which was chiefly famous as the place where the Cardiff giant was displayed.
The auditorium was up a flight of steps and very small. Daly's architect contrived by a series of steps some feet apart to give the impression when the place was made over that the theatre was on the ground floor. As a matter of fact, the stage had been lowered somewhat and a new proscenium arch made. Because the building was old and so far out of the theatrical district the rental was low. There was great pessimism over the location of the theatre, so far uptown.
When he had finished the physical changes in the theatre and had redecorated the whole, Daly gathered together a company. As in the opening of the Fifth Avenue Theatre, he selected mostly young players. After some correspondence and a visit or two I was engaged. I asked for forty dollars a week, but Daly would only give me thirty-five.
In a letter I had written him I mentioned that since the Fifth Avenue Theatre days I had had quite a little experience and had improved in my enunciation. He wrote me that he was glad to hear that I had improvedthe .......................... PtrstPlayer
